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2017 Club Officers 


President : Harry Elwell, K2ATX Trustees - 4 year term 

Vice President : Tony Otlowski, W2WCC Brian Jones, KD2BxD (2014-201 7) 
Treasurer : Al Arrison, KB2AYU Bob Demola, KD2GFL (2015-2018) 
Recording Secretary : Bruce Canino, KD2LBU Mark Gottlieb. WA2DIY (2016-2019) 
Corresponding Secretary: Ron Block, NR2B Bob Fields, KC6 AOH (2017-2020) 


Board of Directors - 3 year term 


Chuck Colabrese, WA2TML (2015-2017) Chuck Lanard, KD2EIB (2016-2018) 
Bill Price, NJ2S (2015-2017) Lee Marino, N2LAM (2017-2019) 
Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS (2016-2018) John Zaruba, K2ZA (2017-2019) 
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Club Committees. 
Dues Are Due! 


By the time this issue of Crosstalk hits the newsstand, 2017 will be barely a month old. Already a lot has 
happened and I am looking forward to a great year for the Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club. 


The year got off to a good start with the General Membership Meeting on January 4. The club roster for 
January reported a total of one hundred thirty eight members. According to the sign-in sheet there were 
forty-five members in attendance or roughly one third of our members. While I am not sure how that ranks 
historically for our club, based on my experience with other organizations, a participation of one third is 
well above average. 


The program for the January meeting focused on Automatic Packet Reporting System or APRS as it is 
more commonly known. Tony W2WCC and John K2ZA provided a video presentation along with a live 
on-air demonstration involving some of the members in attendance. The program introduced some soft- 
ware and equipment as well as some best practices for operating APRS. Tony is currently putting together 
the program schedule for the coming months and welcomes input from the membership. Contact Tony 
with any ideas, requests or perhaps a desire to provide a program for one of the upcoming meetings. 


Gary N2QEE along with several members of the club held the monthly exam session at the Franklin 
Township Public Library. There were four candidates in total with the session yielding three new Techni- 
cians and one upgrade to a General Class license. 


On Saturday January 14", the budget committee met at the Clubhouse to prepare the budget for this year. 
In addition to Al KB2AYU and myself, the committee included Ed N2RO, Mark WA2DIY, and Frank 
W2FJM. The proposed budget was then submitted for approval at the monthly Board of Directors Meeting 
the following Wednesday. After presentation to the board by Al and the subsequent review by the officers 
present the budget was unanimously approved. The final step in the budget process is to present the budget 
at the February General Membership Meeting. 


In March of 2015 Representative Adam Kinzinger (R-IL) introduced a bill, HR-1301 titled "The Amateur 
Radio Parity Act of 2016". This bill addressed the issue of antenna restrictions and prohibitions imposed 
by Home Owner Associations or HOA's and similar organizations. The bill made its way through the 
House of Representatives and Senate committee only to be blocked in the eleventh hour by one Senator 
from Florida, Bill Nelson. While this was certainly a disappointment to many hams the spirit of HR-1301 
is alive and well. On January 13", Representative Kinzinger introduced a new bill, HR-555, The Amateur 
Radio Parity Act of 2017 to the House of Representatives. The new bill uses the same wording as HR- 
1301 and if all goes well HR-555 will become law. 


Committees are an essential part of our club. They are responsible for organizing events, coordinating re- 
sources and the day to day administrative functions necessary to serve our membership. Typically at the 
beginning of each year committee chairs are appointed as needed to address the needs of the club. Several 
of our members that served on committees last year have agreed to continue on this year. However we still 
have several committees that need either a chairman or members to serve on the committee. On committee 
in particular, the Summer Family Picnic Committee is in urgent need of a chairman. Serving on a commit 
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tee is a great way to get involved while helping others to get involved as well. The only requirement for 
serving on a committee aside from membership in the club, is desire and perhaps a little time. If you 


would like to serve on a committee feel free to contact me; I look forward to hearing from you. 


I would like to thank you for the opportunity to serve our club as president. 


Best regards, 
Harry Elwell, K2ATX 


Tech Saturday Forum : February 4, 2017 
By John Zaruba Jr, K2ZA 0900 to 1200 Hours 


The discussion theme for this month is: 


Open Discussion 


The Discussion Theme is a QSO starting point - a way to initiate a conversation. All Tech Saturday Fo- 
rums are an open QSO of all subjects of Amateur Radio interest. All questions are welcome as well as a 
venue for members to show off their latest ham radio projects or gadgets. 


All are welcome - hams and non-hams, club members and non-club members. Take a guided tour of our 
Clubhouse. View our HF and VHF/UHF Operation Facilities and our vast antenna farm. 


The Tech Saturday Forum is held on the Saturday after the Monthly Wednesday Night General Member- 
ship Meeting. For more information, go to www.w2mmd.org on the Tech Saturday Forum page. 


Welcome New Club Member: 


Darrin Malone, KD2ALQ, who has a Technician Class license and lives in Vineland, NJ. 


We are glad to have you as a member of the Club and hope to see you regularly at Club events, activities, 
and meetings. 


Best Down Jersey DX Picks 


February 2017 


By Bill Grim, WOMHK 


TL8TT | 02/01 -02/14 | 3 Stations/160-6M/CW, SSB, RTTY ies eae 
Republic 


Ee | 02/03 - 03/11 _ | 03/11 ee Digital | Mainly DigitalandRTTY —_| RITY } Rwanda 
| CEOY | ae | 02/10 - 02/17 | 02/17 CW KITTY, | CW, RTTY, Digital | Easter Island | as 


XxoD 02/13 - 02/26 3 Stations/80-10M/CW, SSB, — ae 
Focus on North America 


eae | | 02/13 - 03/03 03/03 | 160-10M/CW, SSB, RTTY | 160-10M/CW, SSB, RTTY SSB, RTTY | Austral Island | Island 


HKO/SKO | 02/13 - 03/07 CW, SSB — 
Island 


| VP6EU | | 02/16 - 03/05 03/05 12 2 Stations/160-10M/CW, SSB, RTTY, 10M/CW, SSB, RTTy} 3. | Pitcairn | Pitcairn Island _| 


CEOZ 02/17 - 02/21 80-10M/CW, SSB, RTTY in ee 


February 18-19 ARRL CW DX Contest Exchange = Signal Report and 
New Jersey 


Southern New Jersey Section Manager’s Report : 


December 2016 
By Skip Arey, N2EI 


Our Section currently has 1,245 Full Members and 31 Associate Members 


As you have probably heard by now the Amateur Radio Parity Act was blocked from moving to a floor 
vote by the actions of a single Senator, Senator Bill Nelson (D-FL). The ARRL will continue to try to 
move this Act forward in the next Congressional Session. This means we have to start back at square one. 
When the bills are introduced in the House and Senate in the 115th Session, we will need to go through the 
process of contacting our Senators and Representatives once again. Think of how hard you sometimes 
have to work to catch that rare DX station. We can get this done. 


On a happier note, the National Parks on the Air event has been a complete success with over one million 

QSOs. Many thanks to all the Section Clubs and Individuals who took the time to hit the field and contrib- 
ute activations to this fun time. I even got out last week to put out the Pinelands National Reserve (AA19) 
from Pakim Pond. 


The NPOTA Event has me thinking. Could our Clubs work together to come up with a similar event for 
the State Parks and Forests in NJ? Talk it up at your Club Meetings and let’s see if we can get something 
off the ground. 


Thanks to all the folks who participated in Skywarn Recognition Day. Don’t forget to go to: 
www.wrh.noaa.gov/mtr/hamradio and print out your certificates. 


Charlie W2CCW and the Elves from the Old Barney Amateur Radio Club once again brought Santa to 
the airwaves with their W2S operation. This activity always reflects positively on our Section. Well done! 


A clever idea for your Club to consider next year. Jim WA2WUN, on behalf of the Audubon Amateur Ra- 
dio Club, sent out Ham themed Holiday Cards that included information about the Club and the local nets. 
A good way to get folks out in the New Year. 


The Cape May County Amateur Radio Club recognized Bob D'Imperio N4XAT for over 20 years of 
service to their club. 


Sadly, I must report two Silent Keys this month. Clarence W. 'Butch' Horton Jr. W2UGH (SK) and Rich- 
ard "Rich" Inacker, N2VVT (SK). 


This report should hit your e-mail box before the annual ARRL Straight key Night. SKN is always a fun 
even and it is a great time to dust off that old J38 and spend a little time rag chewing on the lower end of 
the bands. 


The 12th annual Mercer Area District Radio Merit Badge Day at The College of New Jersey is fast ap- 
proaching on Saturday, January 7, 2017. If you are interested in lending a hand at this activity please con- 
tact Mercer ASM Gary Wilson at k2gw <at> arrl <do?> net. 
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Just a quick reminder. If your Club holds any events, gatherings or even interesting Club Meeting activities, 
send me a picture or two so I can share them with the rest of the Section and with the ARRL HQ Section 
Web Page. You folks are doing a lot of great things and I enjoy bragging about the Section to the other SMs. 


New Hams in our Section for this month: License Upgrades in our Section for this month: 
Masayoshi Nishina, KD2MGU Holden J Correia-Fisher, KD2JPV to General 
Daniel P Calatozzo, K.D2MGT Martin J Jennings, KD2MCY to General 

Jennifer M McCann, KD2MEY Christopher D Whitam, KC2NTK to Extra 


Andrew F Trofa, KD2MFM 
Kenneth P Martin, K.D2MGS 
Eric T Branchek, KD2MET 
Emily M Driscoll, KDZ2MEU 
Victoria C Bezek, KD2MER 
Garrett D Hope, KD2MEX 
Tom F Raneri, K.D2MGZ 
James M Jackson, KD2MEF 
William J Locke, KD2MHA 


73 de SKIP N2EI 
ARRL Southern New Jersey Section 
Section Manager: T J Arey, N2EI 


n2ei <at> arrl <dot> org 


Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/ARRL-Southern-New-Jersey-Section-for-Ham-Radio 


Hamfest 


Celebrating Our 58th Year 4 O z | 7 
Open to the public at 8 AM 


Gloucester County 4-H Fairgrounds 
235 Bridgeton Pike (Route 77) © Mullica Hill, NJ 08062 
GPS : 39.715572°, -75.211944° 


GCARC 10 Meter Ragchew Net Reboot! 
By Jim Clark, KA2O0SV 


My name is Jim Clark and my call is KA2OSV. I have been a GCARC mem- 
ber since 1981. Recently I became very active on 10 Meters and I would like 
to reactivate the Club's 10 Meter Net, if there is enough interest. 


The net could meet on Tuesdays or Thursdays, say at 2000 Hours local time 
and run for no more than an hour. The primary frequency could be 28.425 MHz and as an alternate fre- 
quency, if the primary frequency is busy, we can use 28.400 MHz. 


I would suggest that the net be informal. We would have a Net Control Station to open the net and then 
take check-ins from both member and non member stations, but then make it a Ragchewer's Net, so to 
speak. If you have something to say, just say it. Very informal. 


I would be looking for stations to act as Net Control, on a alternating basis. I welcome all comments and 
suggestions that you may have. 


Please e-mail me at kuffeekup <at> verizon <dof> net. Also, please come out to the February 1“ meeting 
for an open discussion on this matter. 


7); 
Jim Clark, USN (Ret.) 
KA20SV 


QST de W1AW 

ARRL Bulletin 5 ARLB005 
From ARRL Headquarters 
Newington CT January 17, 2017 
To all radio amateurs 


SB QST ARL ARLBO0S5 New "Amateur Radio Parity Act" Bill In- 
troduced in US House of Representatives 


H.R. 555 - anew "Amateur Radio Parity Act" bill - has been intro- 
duced in the U.S. House of Representatives. The bill's language is 
identical to that of the 2015 measure, H.R. 1301, which passed in the 
House late last summer but failed in the waning days of the US Sen- 
ate to gain the necessary support. As with H.R. 1301, the new meas- 
ure introduced on January 13 in the 115th Congress was sponsored by Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL), with 
initial co-sponsorship by Rep. Joe Courtney (D-CT) and Rep. Greg Walden, W7EQI (R-OR). Walden now 
chairs the House Committee on Energy and Commerce, to which the new bill has been referred. H.R. 555 
will get an initial airing in the Subcommittee on Communications and Technology. When H.R. 1301 came 
up in committee, Walden spoke forcefully in favor of the measure, which ultimately attracted 126 House 
cosponsors. 


Information on H.R. 555 can be found on the web at, 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/555?r=27. 


"Rep. Kinzinger has again stepped forward to introduce this important legislation," said ARRL CEO Tom 
Gallagher, NY2RF. "Kinzinger's commitment stems from exposure to what the Amateur Radio commu- 
nity brings to the service of all communities. The ARRL and radio amateurs nationwide owe Rep. 
Kinzinger a resounding "Thank You!" for his efforts on their behalf." 


H.R. 555 calls on the FCC to establish rules prohibiting the application of deed restrictions that preclude 
Amateur Radio communications on their face or as applied. Deed restrictions would have to impose the 
minimum practicable restriction on Amateur Radio communications to accomplish the lawful purposes of 
homeowners association seeking to enforce the restriction. 


The ARRL Board of Directors is expected to discuss the pending legislation when it meets January 20-21. 


*Editor’s Note : On January 23, 2017, the House of Representatives unani- 
mously passed HR-555. 


Valentine s 


| Good-Bye Iridium Flares 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


| For the amateurs who enjoy a bit of astronomy out there, the phenomenon of iridium flares has 
been quite fun to witness since the late 1990’s. Not familiar with iridium flares? Better catch 
one soon, as a new batch of satellites will be making the current fleet obsolete. 


You might have seen it in the news. Just this month, SpaceX successfully launched the first batch of Irid- 
ium NEXT satellites designed to replace the originals. And they don’t have the same reflective flat main 
mission antennas that the originals had, so won’t be producing the flares amateurs have grown accustomed 
to predicting, and then looking for, over these past 20 years. Once the new constellation is in place, the 
original birds will be de-orbited. At that point, it’s good-bye Iridium Flares! That could be as soon as 14 
months from now. 


If you’ve not seen a flare before, it really can be a memorable experience. A flare event only last a few 
seconds, so planning and preparation to catch one is important. Your best bet will be to use an online 
source to predict exactly when and where to look for your exact location. My recommendation is to use 
www.heavens-above.com, and then use the “Change your observing location” under Configuration to be 
very precise in dragging the world marker to zoom in until it is exactly your location on the globe. Save 
that location, and then pick the “Iridium Flares” choice under Satellites from the main page. This will 
come up with a table of predictions for the next few days for your selected location. 


The Brightness prediction is in units of “apparent magnitude”. This means the more negative the number, 
the brighter it is. Click the hyperlinked time in the chart for the flare and get an overhead map to orient 
you to where to look ahead of the event. Venus, when it is bright in the sky, is around magnitude -4.0. 
Look for an Iridium flare that is magnitude -5.0 or more negative for greatest effect. Such a flare will be 
instantaneously brighter than Venus is in the sky! The brightest I’ve ever seen was -9.0, and that was 
amazing! Unless you are willing to travel some to be where a flare center is, flares of this magnitude are 
rare at a fixed location. 

Iridium satellite solar panels 
So, get out there and en- How an Iridium Flare happens. are pointed towards the Sun. 
joy those Iridium flares . 
while you still can! 


The RASC Calgary Cen- 


tre has a great page on a aS Iridium satellite antennas (3) 
what causes iridium  — are angled towards the Earth 
flares. = 
saa When the angles and orbital timing 
This is an illustration Es ) are just right, sunlight reflects off an 
from that page. ‘ antenna like a signal mirror In space. 


www.calgary.rasc.ca/ 
iridium.htm 
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Southern New Jersey Section ARES Report : December 2016 
By Tony Otlowski, W2WCC 


Total number of ARES members: 260 
Change since last month (+, -, same): 0 
Number of DECs/ECs reporting this month: 8 
Number of ARES nets active: 

Number of nets with NTS liaison: 


Calls of DECs/ECs reporting: WX2NJ 
N2CSA 

WJ3P 

N2SRQ 

KC2Z0M 

KE2ES 

KC2GNQ 

N2MHO 


Number of drills, tests and training sessions this month: 22 
Person hours: 134 


Number of public service events this month: 3 
Person hours: 12 


Number of emergency operations this month: 0 
Person Hours: 0 


Total number of ARES operations this month: 25 
Total Person hours: 146 


Comments: 


Tony Otlowski W2WCC 


ARRL Southern New Jersey Section 
Section Manager: T J Arey, N2EI 
n2ei <at> arrl <dot> org 


KB6NU's Ham Radio Blog 


Noise floor report does not inspire confidence 
By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


Last June, the FCC’s Technical Advisory Committee asked licensed 
and unlicensed users of the electromagnetic spectrum to answer some 
questions about the noise they were experiencing and whether or not it 
was affecting their services. Specifically, they asked: 


e Is there a noise floor problem? 

e Where does the problem exist? Spectrally? Spatially? Temporally? 

e Is there quantitative evidence of the overall increase in the total integrated noise floor across 
various segments of the radio frequency spectrum? 

e How should a noise study be performed? 


Well, the results are in, and Radio World recently published a summary of the responses that the FCC re- 


ceived (www.radioworld.com/business-and-law/0009/noise-floor-where-do-we-go-from-here/338242). 
The FCC received 93 replies from 73 (great number, eh?) different people or organizations, including: 


23 companies/industry organizations 

39 RF professionals (broadcast and wireless) 

31 licensed radio amateurs 

9 responders did not reply to the questions asked 


Respondents included the ARRL, the Society of Broadcast Engineers, the National Association of Broad- 
casters, the National Public Safety Telecommunications Council, AT&T, and the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association. I found especially interesting comments from the Society of Broadcast Engi- 
neers. They include: 


e Increased cooperation is needed between manufacturers of Part 15 devices and users of radio 
spectrum to identify noise sources and take appropriate remedial action. 

e Radiated emission limits below 30 MHz in the FCC Part 15 rules for unintentional emitters 
should be enacted. There are presently no radiated emission limits below 30 MHz for most un- 
intentional emitters. 

e Reduced Part 15 limits for LED lights should be enacted to be harmonized with the Part 18 
lower limits for fluorescent bulbs. 

e Better labeling on packaging for Part 18 fluorescent bulbs and ballasts to better inform consum- 
ers of potential interference to radio, TV and cellphone reception in the residential environ- 
ment. 

e Specific radiated and/or conducted emission limits for incidental emitters, such as motors or 
power lines, should be enacted. 

e Conducted emission limits on pulse-width motor controllers used in appliances should be en- 
acted. 

e Substantially increase the visibility of enforcement in power line interference cases. 
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KB6NU’s Ham Radio Blog - Continued from page 11 
Other organizations made similar comments. 


While the report is encouraging, it won’t mean a thing if no action is taken on these issues. Given that the 
FCC is cutting back on its field offices, and our president-elect has said that he plans to reduce the number 
of governmental regulations, I’m not optimistic that we’ll see the noise situation get better before it gets 
worse. What do you all think? 

When he's not battling the noise floor at his QTH, Dan blogs about amateur radio at KB6NU.Com, writes 
the "No Nonsense" amateur radio study guides and teaches ham classes. You can contact him by e-mailing 


cwgeek <at> kb6nu <dot> com. 


Nant - f See ey 
UCI 
7& a, ; 
In recognition of achieving a winning score by working fellow amateurs on 28 MHz 
during the contest period. 


N2CcQ 


SCORE: 54,720 
FIRST PLACE 
SINGLE OPERATOR UNLIMITED CW ONLY, LOW POWER 
SOUTHERN NEW JERSEY SECTION 


2015 


Birthday 


i 


February 12 


My “Worked All States” Love Affair -_~ —— 
A = the ARRL Centennial 
By Urb LeJeune W1UL _— Bury ANW/. 


Introduction | All 

The ARRL’s Worked All States (WAS) award is the most | “ilies. Aikdressawop tad! 
popular award among ham radio operators worldwide. The i 

League’s DX Century Club (DXCC) is the second most popu- 
lar award. 


ARRL iiirannan = A 


The Worked All States Club was first announced in QST in 
January 1936, during the same period as the DXCC award was being developed. Except for not offering 
endorsements, the rules were substantially similar to those used today. However, an operator was required 
to be in the same location for all contacts. (Currently one can move up to 50 miles away.) Initially, there 
were only 48 states - the lower 48 - until 1959 when Alaska and Hawaii entered the Union. Unlike DXCC, 
WAS did not start fresh after World War II and earlier contacts remained valid. Over time the certificate 
has undergone changes to make it more colorful. The WAS award is an especially attractive certificate. 


If you could use some focus in your ham radio activities consider a quest for both WAS and DXCC. For 
the sake of this article, we’ll concentrate on the WAS award. I have found from my personal experience 
that when I have a goal my ham radio activity increases. For me, the more difficult the goal the greater the 
satisfaction when the quest is completed. 


My First WAS Journey 


My first year and a half as a ham consisted of getting on the air when I got home from high school and 
“haming” until dinner time. My first rig was a home-brew crystal controlled transmitter operating exclu- 
sively on 40 Meters. During my first year and a half on the air, I never worked a station west of the Missis- 
sippi River from my QTH in northern New Jersey. 


One night in mid-1951 I woke up about 2 AM with a toothache and couldn’t get back to sleep. I turned on 
my rig, fully expecting no one to be on at such an ungodly hour, and low and behold, I worked Montana, 
Washington state, and California in fairly rapid succession. I was elated and suddenly a WAS appeared 
very difficult, but possible. The year was 1950 and Alaska and Hawaii were not yet states. WAS, then as 
now, required confirmation of communications with all states. Six years after the eventful “toothache 
night’, I finally worked Utah to complete my WAS. There were two years away from my home rig during 
active duty military service. 


Who can Work All States? 
Almost anyone. Many operators have achieved WAS with 5 watts and an indoor antenna. One caveat, a 
Technician Class license holder can only operate HF phone on 10 Meters. Unfortunately, we are approach- 


ing a minimum in the current sunspot cycle during which time 10 Meters is virtually useless. 


From a practical standpoint if you hold a Technician Class license and want to pursue a WAS you will 
have to do one or two things: 
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1. Learn Morse Code. 
2. Upgrade to General. 


If you learn Morse code you can operate CW in the old Novice portions of 80, 40, and 15 Meter bands. 
If you choose to learn Morse Code there are two really good, and free, programs: 


1. Just Learn Morse Code at: www.justlearnmorsecode.com 
2. The G4FON Koch Trainer at: www.g4fon.net 


The G4FON is more versatile and my personal favorite. 


If you choose to upgrade to General Class, please check out my Ham Cram website which has three distin- 
guishing characteristics: 


1. Don’t study incorrect answers. 
2. Only study the questions most likely to be on the VE test. 
3. It’s totally FREE! 


Study smarter, not harder is my mantra. 
The quickest path to upgrading you license is at: www.ham-cram.com 
My WAS Aftermath 


After obtaining WAS I was elated, but my activity started to decline and I started to miss a challenge. 
Shortly thereafter ARRL came to the rescue with their 5 Band WAS (SBWAS) award. The 5BWAS re- 
quires confirmed contacts with each of the 50 states on the 10, 15, 20, 40 and 80 Meter bands for a total of 
250 contacts. 


If you really want to learn about propagation start chasing a SBWAS. It degenerates into working the far 
out states on 40 and 80 Meters and states within about a 500-mile radius of your QTH on 10, 15 and 20 
Meters. My last state in my SBWAS pursuit from central New Jersey was Tennessee on 15 Meters. 


Shortly after starting my SBWAS endeavor a friend told me about the Geratol Net and award. The award 
requires contacts with all fifty states in the Extra Class portion of the 75 Meter phone band, in addition, all 
contacts must be with operators holding Extra Class formatted calls. See the net description and award 


rules at: www.geratol.net 


This is a difficult award if you live on the east coast of the United State. Both Alaska and Hawaii are very 
elusive on 75 Meters. The Geratol net was fun and I was making new friends, many of whom would make 
schedules to give me their state on a needed band. 


If you’re looking for a major challenge, add a twist to the existing rules to make your goal tougher. I de- 
cided to pursue my 5BWAS using only Extra Class formatted calls with the same operator on all five 
bands. A 5BWAS with only 50 operators all with Extra Class formatted calls! 
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When I finally accomplished my lofty goal and sent the League my confirmations, my plaque looked like 
everyone else’s wall fixture. However, I know I had done something special and that was good enough for 
me. Over the ensuing years, I have pursued many variations on the WAS theme. 


The second most difficult certificate I ever earned was WAS YL. Work a YL in every state, it does not 
sound difficult, but most YLs hold a Technician Class license or are inactive. This award took me over 
five years. Toward the end of the trail, when I worked an OM in a state where I needed a YL QSO, I 
would ask him if he knew of a YL in his state who was active on HF, several times he said, “sure, my 
XYL!” 


My most difficult award was Phone WAZ for working all 40 CQ Magazine Zones on two-way phone. I 
have certificate number 18, US number six and W2 number one. At the time there was only one station 
available on the two-way phone in zones 19 and 23. 


WAS Resources 


There are many resources to help on your path to WAS. Here are some of the resource and their accompa- 
nying websites. 


The North American QSO Party (NAQP) 


The North American QSO Parties are favorites of beginners and seasoned operators alike. The NAQPs are 
low-power only (no amplifiers allowed) which makes for a lot more breathing room on the bands. Small 
stations can generate very effective “runs” in the NAQP contests. Multipliers count once per band, which 
makes for an exciting format, as multipliers can be “moved” from band to band. The NAQPs allow sta- 
tions from all parts of North America to be in the running for the top spots. The 12-hour format allows 
participants to do some great contesting, and still have time for other activities during the weekend. Par- 
ticipants can enter in the single-op or multi-op categories and also have the opportunity to combine up to 
five separate single-op scores into a team score. 


There are “parties” for CW and SSB in January and July and RTTY in February and August. As the name 
implies, stations in North America, as well as Hawaii, can participate. The exchange is your name plus 
your (State/DC/Province or Country.) 


Schedule and rules at: www.ncjweb.com/NAQP-Rules.pdf 


State and Province QSO Parties 


Almost all state have a representative QSO party. The seventh call area has one QSO party for all states in 
the seventh call area. This event is great for picking up seventh call area rare states. 


NSNA maintains a wonderful State & Province QSO Party Calendar, with over 160 events, at: 


www.qgsoparty.eqth.net. There are QSO parties for almost all state, typically in the summer months. 
These tend to be low-pressure operating events. You might even win a certificate. 


Another list of State QSO Parties is maintained by VA3RJ at: www.qsl.net/va3rj/contest_usa.html. 
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The ARRL Sweepstakes 


The ARRL November Sweepstakes is a major contesting activity. It is highly competitive and the ex- 
changes are long. Having said that, it’s a great event to pick up missing states. Schedules, descriptions and 


rules at: www.arrl.org/sweepstakes. 
WAS Nets 


A great way to fill in missing slots in your WAS quest is participating ina WAS Net. In general, you get a 
membership number to participate in net activities. The nets meet at specific times and frequencies. The 
normal sequence is to sign in with the NCS (Net Control Station). After the login period, the individual 
sign-ins receive a chance to call other logged in stations. 


OMISS 


One of the oldest WAS nets is the Old Man International Sideband Society. OMISS has been operating a 
list-type awards nets on the amateur bands since 1981. If you are chasing your WAS this is one resource 
you'll find useful. Full information at: www.omiss.net. 


3905 Century Club 


The 3905 Century Club is an international amateur radio club founded in February 1977 and is one of the 
premier Worked All States, DX and awards nets on our amateur bands. The purpose of the 3905 Century 
Club is providing all amateurs - foreign and domestic - interested in WAS, or other awards with organized 
nets populated with like-minded amateurs for making the necessary contacts and receiving the necessary 
QSLs. Full information at: www.3905ccn.com. 


Net Listing 


The W1YZ HF Net Listing has pertinent information on over 160 active nets. Full information at: 
www.nlyz.com/HFNET LIST.HTM. 


Real Time Sked Page 


No compendium of WAS resources would be complete without mentioning the K3UK real time sked 
pages at: www.obriensweb.com/sked/index.php?board=skcc 


Andy has several “boards” including SKCC, Log Book of the World, and digital to name a few. If you op- 
erate CW, even at very slow speed, the SKCC board is a must. 


The K3UK webpage is comprised of four frames. The right side shows the calls of people currently logged 
onto the system. Run you mouse over a specific call for additional information. The right frame also 
shows available boards and a listing of states and countries of the currently logged in people. 


The top frame has information pertinent to the currently accessed board. The bottom frame is where you 
enter a text message to communicate with a logged in user, as an example, “wlul could you meet me on 
7050?” 
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The left center frame is a listing of previous posts. Just watch the action of the page for a few minutes and 
you'll get the flow of information. 


You establish an account (it’s free) only one time and on subsequent logins your call appears on the right 
frame. Andy’s sked page is proactive while nets are reactive. Try it, you'll like it. 


Epilogue 


Well, there you have it, an introduction to the lore of chasing a WAS certificate, including some of the 
available derivative certificates. If you have never set a ham radio goal for yourself, try it and experience 
the thrill of completing a difficult goal. Completing one ham radio challenge may give you the confidence 
to try increasingly difficult goals in other areas of your life, who knows where that could lead? 


73 and Good Luck 
Urb WILUL urb <at wlul <dot> com 


When not writing articles or looking for new bridges to cross and mountains to climb, Urb can be found 
working on his free ham radio license preparation website, www.ham-cram.com. It’s the quickest path to 
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A JT65 software update, and more! 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


Were you there for Dr. Joe Taylor’s visit to GCARC in 
May of 2015? Well, K1JT and the rest of the “JT-modes” 
crew have been busy since then, and now have released ver- 
sion 1.7.0 of their popular free amateur radio software pack- 
age known as WSJT-X. This is the free software package 
many of us use on HF to make long distance contacts at low 
power levels and using just attic antennas when a band 
might otherwise seem ‘dead’ to voice signals. 


Included in this new version are improvements to the world-popular JT65 and JT9 decoders, including a 
new two-pass decoding for JT65 which allows decoding of weaker signals that would otherwise have been 
missed in earlier versions of the decoder. 


Version 1.7.0 introduces new MSK144 and ISCAT modes for amateur use. These modes enable amateur 
operators to experiment with meteor scatter/aircraft bounce communications at 50 MHz and higher fre- 
quencies. You don’t have to rely on sunspots for these modes! Meteor-scatter QSOs can be made any time 
of day on the VHF bands by bouncing small signal bursts off of ionized meteor trails, and even passing 
aircraft, at hop distances (some claim) that can exceed 1000 miles. They’ ve even added a contest mode 
setting to the controls for this mode. What, a contest mode? Look for activity during the ARRL’s January 
VHF contest weekend, this January 21-23, 2017. Care to give it a try? 


Version 1.7.0 also introduces another new mode, QRA64, which is claimed to have a number of advan- 
tages over JT65. The user guide suggests that, over time, QRA64 may replace JT65 for moon-bounce 
communications. We’ll have to keep an eye on that for EME use later this year. 


If you’ ve tried FLDIGI for digital modes, you’ve already got everything you need to try out this software 
package. The official versions for Windows, Linux, Macintosh, along with source code, can all be found 
at: https://physics.princeton.edu/pulsar/k1jt/wsjtx.html. There is a new and improved User Manual that 
comes with this release (available from the same web link) that includes updated installation and operating 
instructions for your operating system. 


With the enhancements and new mode additions in this release, as an amateur radio experimenter, please 
give it a try, and let us know in an article for next month’s Crosstalk your experiences and how it worked 
out for you! 


ASHINGTON'S 
BIRTHDAY 


Regional Hamfests and Events 


February 24, 2017 : New Providence Amateur Radio Club Auction, New Providence High School, 35 
Pioneer Drive, New Providence, NJ. www.nparc.org 


February 26, 2017 : Wireless Association of South Hills Amateur Radio Club WASHfest 2017, Home 
Economics Building, South Park, 3735 Buffalo Drive, South Park Township, PA. www.n3sh.org 


The Mid-Atlantic’s 


Largest Winter Hamfest! 


Saturday, February 4, 2017 at the Richmond Raceway Complex - www.frostfest.com 


*February 4, 2017 : Punxsutawney Area Amateur Radio Club | Pumsutawney Arca cena ceases 4 
K3HWJ Groundhog Special Event Station, 14.340 and 7.245 Groundhog Special Event Station February 1, 2014 


MHz, 0900 to 1600 Hours. www.punxyclub.com 


Fer comtocting the officiel Amaneur Repdia Station for Growadhes Special Keeet, KSETW.I 

ple Copy 
*Editor’s Note: For the past few years, the Punxsutawney Area Ra- 
dio Club’s Groundhog Special Event Station has also been using 
their 147.390 MHz repeater which is on the W3WAN Repeater Sys- 
tem which in our area is on the 441.700 MHz repeater in Philly. So 
give that a try if you cannot get on HF. 


rhis Certifies That 
KENNETH NEWMAN N2CQ 


Is Awarded 


FIRST PLACE GLOUCESTER COUNTY 


In The 2016 Running of The New Jersey QSO party, 


Burlington County Radio Club 


Robert Nelsovy K2QPN Dou Corringfon AK2S 


Contest Chairman President 


DA’s and DIT’s 


Gary Reed, N2QEE, reports that the January 12, 2017 VE session had 4 candidates - 3 new Technicians 
and | upgrade to General - Richard KD2MLV. 


A summary of the 2016 VE sessions: I would like to thank the following VEs for their 
13 Total sessions participation in the sessions: 
14 Technicians 
8 Generals N2MHO Mike 
6 Extras N2RO Ed 
2 Received licenses by credit of former license W2FJM Frank 
7 Obtained no license at the sessions N2GXJ Jim 
WEORYV Art 
Exam elements taken: K2AEN John 
26 Element 2 exams W2WCC Tony 
18 Element 3 exams WB2P Kenny 
5 Element 4 exams K2ATX Harry 
N3CIM Alex 
Thanks, NI20 Mark 
Gary 


Bill Szkromiuk, W4WCS : Don’t miss the Carolina QSO party weekend, February 25-27, 2017. “The 
Carolina Weekend” “Work Most Carolina Counties (NC/SC)” Award. The NCQP and SCQP have 
joined forces once again to bring you two of the best QSO Parties in the country in one weekend. “The 
Carolina Weekend” will be giving away BBQ Dinner awards to an “In-Carolina” and an “Out of Carolina” 
station. The entrant who works the most counties in North and South Carolina will receive this award. 
More information at: www.scqso.com 


Field Day - June, 25-26, 2017 : Even though it is 5 months away, it is never too early to get a list together 
of station operators and support staff. Contact Field Day 2017 chairman Al KB2AYU if you want to help 
out. 


February 28, 2017 ag 


“Ol 
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Surprising DX with Sunspot Numbers Near Zero 
By Jim Wright, N2GXJ 


This afternoon, on 20 Meter sideband, I was clearly hearing Ascension Island working pileups by the num- 
ber and getting reports from others of being 20 over S9. 


Last night, on 40 Meters and with just 40 watts into a wire dipole in the attic of my house, pskreporter 
showed my JT65 transmission was cleanly received by FKITS in New Caledonia, in the South Pacific! 


The sunspot number has been hovering around zero most of this year. It might have been at 25 today. I 
really wasn’t expecting much, so I was quite happy with this report. I guess the message is that when the 
sunspot number hovers around zero, no need to despair. It might just take a little more patience. Try a 
lower band; try a digital mode. There can be magic out there! 
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Screen capture showing FKITS receiving N2GXJ in the South Pacific (08:30UTC Jan 15, 2017), 
from www.pskreporter.info/pskmap.html. 


Our General Membership Meetings are broadcast live on Periscope. TV 


If you have an Android or iOS device, go to the app store and download the Periscope application. It is free. 
If you don’t have a device, any PC with a modern web browser should let you view it. Go to 
www.periscope.tv. Using the search function search for w2mmdMMDDYY, where MMDDYY is the 
month day and year of the meeting. February’s meeting will be w2mmd020117. 
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North American QSO Party, SSB 
January 21, 2017 


Call: W2MMD 
Operator (s) : N2LAM, WB2P 
Station: W2MMD 


Class: M/2 LP 

QTH: NJ 

Operating Time (hrs): 04:34 
Location: USA 


Summary: Compare Scores ‘ ” h ' f | d 
Band QSOs Mults | haven t failed. 


I've just found 


Z that won't work.” 


j 


Total: 178 Thomas Edison 
Total Score: 9,790 February 11, 1847 


. a 10,000 ways 


Club: Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club 


Comments: 


Tom KE2ES helping out during the 
SKYWARN Recognition Day on 
December 3, 2016 


This picture is from the February 2017 
issue of QST in an article titled 
“SKYWARN Recognition Day 2016” 
by Rick Palm K1CE 


ARRL 
American Radio Relay League 


www.arrlorg 


Don Corrington, AK2S (background), and Tom Gorman, KE2ES, 
on the air from WX2PHI, which covers one of the largest NWS 
areas. [Dennis Dura, K2DCD, photo] 
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Element 3 General Class License Question Quiz 


Questions from the Element 3 General Class License Question Pool. This will be regular feature to help 
Technicians upgrade to General Class. Answers on ‘Last Page Calendar’. 


Here are the last 10 questions from Subelement G1: Commission's Rules 


G1E04 [97.13(b), 97.303, 97.311(b)] 

Which of the following conditions require a licensed Amateur Radio operator to take specific steps to 
avoid harmful interference to other users or facilities? 

A. When operating within one mile of an FCC Monitoring Station 

B. When using a band where the Amateur Service is secondary 

C. When a station is transmitting spread spectrum emissions 

D. All of these choices are correct 


G1E05 [97.115(a)(2),97.117] 

What types of messages for a third party in another country may be transmitted by an amateur station? 
A. Any message, as long as the amateur operator is not paid 

B. Only messages for other licensed amateurs 

C. Only messages relating to Amateur Radio or remarks of a personal character, or messages relating to 
emergencies or disaster relief 

D. Any messages, as long as the text of the message is recorded in the station log 


G1E06 [97.205(c)] 

Which of the following applies in the event of interference between a coordinated repeater and an uncoor- 
dinated repeater? 

A. The licensee of the uncoordinated repeater has primary responsibility to resolve the interference 

B. The licensee of the coordinated repeater has primary responsibility to resolve the interference 

C. Both repeater licensees share equal responsibility to resolve the interference 

D. The frequency coordinator bears primary responsibility to resolve the interference 


G1E07 [97.115(a)(2)] 

With which foreign countries is third party traffic prohibited, except for messages directly involving emer- 
gencies or disaster relief communications? 

A. Countries in ITU Region 2 

B. Countries in ITU Region 1 

C. Every foreign country, unless there is a third party agreement in effect with that country 

D. Any country which is not a member of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) 


G1E08 [97.115(a)(b)] 

Which of the following is a requirement for a non-licensed person to communicate with a foreign Amateur 
Radio station from a station with an FCC-granted license at which an FCC licensed control operator is pre- 
sent? 

A. Information must be exchanged in English 

B. The foreign amateur station must be in a country with which the United States has a third party agree- 
ment 

C. The control operator must have at least a General Class license 

D. All of these choices are correct 
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G1E09 [97.119(b)(2)] 

What language must be used when identifying your station if you are using a language other than English 
in making a contact using phone emission? 

A. The language being used for the contact 

B. Any language recognized by the United Nations 

C. English only 

D. English, Spanish, French, or German 


***GIEIO (D) [97.205(b)] *** QUESTION REMOVED BY QPC February 4, 2015**** 
What portion of the 10-meter band is available for repeater use? 

A, The entire band 

B. The portion between 28.1 MHz and 28.2 MHz 

C. The portion between 28.3 MHz and 28.5 MHz 

D. The portion above 29.6 MHz 


G1E11 [97.221] 

Which of the following is the FCC term for an unattended digital station that transfers messages to and 
from the Internet? 

A. Locally controlled station 

B. Robotically controlled station 

C. Automatically controlled digital station 

D. Fail-safe digital station 


G1E12 [97.115] 

Under what circumstances are messages that are sent via digital modes exempt from Part 97 third party 
rules that apply to other modes of communication? 

A. Under no circumstances 

B. When messages are encrypted 

C. When messages are not encrypted 

D. When under automatic control 


G1E13 [97.221, 97.305] 

On what bands may automatically controlled stations transmitting RTTY or data emissions communicate 
with other automatically controlled digital stations? 

A. On any band segment where digital operation is permitted 

B. Anywhere in the non-phone segments of the 10-meter or shorter wavelength bands 

C. Only in the non-phone Extra Class segments of the bands 

D. Anywhere in the 1.25-meter or shorter wavelength bands, and in specified segments of the 80-meter 
through 2-meter bands 


Atlantic County, NJ West Atlantic City W2HRW/SPARC 443.250 MHz Plus 146.2 Hz 
Burlington County, NJ Medford K2AA/SJRA 145.290 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Blue Anchor KB2AYS 445.125 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Cherry Hill NJ2CH 145.370 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Cherry Hill K3RJC/HARC 444.900 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Cherry Hill KB2UMJ 446.375 MHz Minus 91.5 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Gloucester City NJ2GC 447.775 MHz Minus 146.2 Hz 
Camden County, NJ Runnemede WA2WUN 147.225 MHz Plus 192.8 Hz 
Cape May County, NJ Wildwood WA2WUN Minus 167.9 Hz 
Cumberland County, NJ Millville K2MFW/KB20LT 447.875 MHz Minus 123.0 Hz 
Ocean County, NJ Manchester WA2RES/OCARES | 145.170 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
Ocean County, NJ Toms River NJZAR/JSARS 448.625 MHz Minus 141.3 Hz 
Bucks County, PA Southampton W3SK/PWA Minus 131.8 Hz 
Chester County, PA Jennersville N3SLC/SLRC 145.250 MHz Minus 114.8 Hz 
Chester County, PA Paoli WB3JOE/MARC 445.675 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
Chester County, PA Valley Forge W3PHL/PARA 443.900 MHz Plus 131.8 Hz 
Delaware County, PA Lawrence Park W3DI 447.375 MHz Minus 100.0 Hz 
Montgomery County, PA Horsham K3JJO/DRC 147.165 MHz Plus 162.2 Hz 
Montgomery County, PA Wyndmoor K3PDR/PDRA 447.475 MHz Minus Open 
Philadelphia County, PA Philadelphia WM3PEN/HARC 146.685 MHz Minus 146.2 Hz 
Philadelphia County, PA Roxborough W3QV/Phil-Mont 444.800 MHz Plus 186.2 Hz 
Kent County, DE Dover KC3ARC/KCARC 146.970 MHz Minus 77.0 Hz 
Kent County, DE Woodside KC3ARC/KCARC 146.910 MHz Minus 77.0 Hz 
New Castle County, DE Newark W3DRA/DRA 146.700 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
New Castle County, DE Newark W3DRA/DRA 449.025 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
New Castle County, DE Wilmington WA3UYJ 146.955 MHz Minus 131.8 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Bridgeville W3TBG/NARC 145.210 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Lewes W4ALT 443.550 MHz Plus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Millsboro WS3ARA/SARA 449.825 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Seaford N3KNT 146.715 MHz Minus 156.7 Hz 
Sussex County, DE Selbyville WS3ARA/SARA 147.015 MHz Plus 156.7 Hz 


*New entry or update as of this issue. 


February Birthdays In Memoriam 
Congratulations to our members celebrating their February Birthd ays 
birthday this month 
Silent Keys: 
Charles Colabrese WA2TML Marla Bozarth N2DWR 
Thomas Cusack KC2THO Milton Goldman K3 WIL 
Patrick Guilfoy ABZHM Robert Grimmer Sr KN2QWO 
David Kampfer KE6BAP Harry Lauer N3ISO 
Jennifer Robinson KD2EYR Harold Mathie NI2C 


Vincenzo Sallustio NINYY Harry McCormick WA2SEA 
Herbert Schuler K2ZHPV George Munns Jr KB2GW 


Thomas Snorf KC21KD Richard Munyan Sr W2RCM 
William Szkromiuk W4WCS Alvin Zipkin KZ2N 


Christine West WA2MVU 


Crosstalk Submissions 


This is your Club newsletter. Make use of it. 


If you have stories or photos of your hobby that you would like to share with the Club, please do so! 


We will keep covering all of the GCARC events, but it is also nice to get those personal perspectives to 
include in every issue. 


Connecting through experiences is what makes the Gloucester County Amateur Radio Club a 
REAL club. 


All submissions, queries, comments and editorials should be addressed to 
Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS at jeff <dot> garth <at> comcast <do?> net. 


Submission deadline for the March 2017 issue: Monday, February 20, 2017 


Club Website www.w2mmd.org 
Club E-Mail Reflector: GCARC <at> Mailman <dot> QTH <dot> Net 
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QRP Fox Hunt 
Phone Fray 
CWops Mini-CWT Test 


UKEICC 80m Contest 
NRAU 10m Activity Contest 


NCCC RTTY Sprint 
QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint Ladder 
YLRL YL-OM Contest 
Vermont QSO Party 
Triathlon DX Contest 


10-10 Int. Winter Contest, SSB 
FOAA Cup, CW 

Black Sea Cup International 

FYBO Winter QRP Sprint 
Minnesota QSO Party 

British Columbia QSO Party 
AGCW Straight Key Party 

FISTS Winter Slow Speed Sprint 
Mexico RTTY International Contest 
North American Sprint, CW 

RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB 
ARS Spartan Sprint 

QRP Fox Hunt 

Phone Fray 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 


NCCC RTTY Sprint 

QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint Ladder 

CQ WW RTTY WPX Contest 
SARL Field Day Contest 
Asia-Pacific Spring Sprint, CW 
Dutch PACC Contest 

KC) Topband Contest 

SKCC Weekend Sprintathon 
OMISS QSO Party 

New Hampshire QSO Party 
FISTS Winter Unlimited Sprint 


0200Z-0330Z, Feb 1 
0230Z-0300Z, Feb 1 
1300Z-1400Z, Feb 1 and 
1900Z-2000Z, Feb 1 and 
0300Z-0400Z, Feb 2 
2000Z-21002Z, Feb 1 
1800Z-1900Z, Feb 2 (CW) and 
1900Z-2000Z, Feb 2 (SSB) and 
2000Z-2100Z, Feb 2 (FM) and 
2100Z-2200Z, Feb 2 (Dig) 
0145Z-0215Z, Feb 3 
0200Z-0330Z, Feb 3 
0230Z-0300Z, Feb 3 
1400Z, Feb 3 to 0200Z, Feb 5 
0000Z, Feb 4 to 2400Z, Feb 5 
0000Z-0759Z, Feb 4 (CW) and 
0800Z-1559Z, Feb 4 (SSB) and 
1600Z-2359Z, Feb 4 (RTTY) 
0001Z, Feb 4 to 2359Z, Feb 5 
1200Z, Feb 4 to 1200Z, Feb 5 
1200Z, Feb 4 to 1159Z, Feb 5 
1400Z-2400Z, Feb 4 
1400Z-2400Z, Feb 4 
1600Z, Feb 4 to 0400Z, Feb 5 
1600Z-1900Z, Feb 4 
1700Z-2100Z, Feb 4 
1800Z, Feb 4 to 1759Z, Feb 5 
0000Z-0400Z, Feb 5 
2000Z-2130Z, Feb 6 
0200Z-0400Z, Feb 7 
0200Z-0330Z, Feb 8 
0230Z-0300Z, Feb 8 
1300Z-1400Z, Feb 8 and 
1900Z-2000Z, Feb 8 and 
0300Z-0400Z, Feb 9 
0145Z-0215Z, Feb 10 
0200Z-0330Z, Feb 10 
0230Z-0300Z, Feb 10 
0000Z, Feb 11 to 2359Z, Feb 12 
1000Z, Feb 11 to 1000Z, Feb 12 
1100Z-1300Z, Feb 11 
1200Z, Feb 11 to 1200Z, Feb 12 
1200Z, Feb 11 to 1200Z, Feb 12 
1200Z, Feb 11 to 2400Z, Feb 12 
1500Z, Feb 11 to 1500Z, Feb 12 
1600Z, Feb 11 to 2200Z, Feb 12 
1700Z-21002Z, Feb 11 
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AWA Amplitude Modulation QSO Party 


Balkan HF Contest 

CQC Winter QSO Party 

ARRL School Club Roundup 
PODXS 070 Club Valentine Sprint 
QRP Fox Hunt 

Phone Fray 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 


AGCW Semi-Automatic Key Evening 


RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data 


NCCC RTTY Sprint 

QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint Ladder 

ARRL Inter. DX Contest, CW 
Novice Rig Roundup 

SARL Youth Day Sprint 
Russian PSK WW Contest 
Feld Hell Sprint 

Run for the Bacon QRP Contest 
SKCC Sprint 

NAQCC CW Sprint 

QRP Fox Hunt 

Phone Fray 

CWops Mini-CWT Test 


UKEICC 80m Contest 

RSGB 80m Club Championship, CW 
NCCC RTTY Sprint 

QRP Fox Hunt 

NCCC Sprint Ladder 

CQ 160-Meter Contest, SSB 

REF Contest, SSB 

UBA DX Contest, CW 

South Carolina QSO Party 

North American QSO Party, RTTY 
High Speed Club CW Contest 


SARL Digital Contest 
North Carolina QSO Party 


2300Z, Feb 11 to 23002, Feb 12 
12002Z-1800Z, Feb 12 
01002-02592, Feb 13 
1300Z, Feb 13 to 23592, Feb 17 
00002-23592, Feb 14 
0200Z-0330Z, Feb 15 
0230Z-0300Z, Feb 15 
13002-14002, Feb 15 and 
19002-20002, Feb 15 and 
0300Z-0400Z, Feb 16 
19002-20302, Feb 15 
20002-21302, Feb 15 
0145Z-0215Z, Feb 17 
02002-03302, Feb 17 
02302-03002, Feb 17 
O000Z, Feb 18 to 2400Z, Feb 19 
O0000Z, Feb 18 to 2400Z, Feb 26 
O0800Z-1000Z, Feb 18 
1200Z, Feb 18 to 11592, Feb 19 
19002-20592, Feb 18 
0200Z-0400Z, Feb 20 
0000Z-0200Z, Feb 22 
01302-03302, Feb 22 
0200Z-0330Z, Feb 22 
0230Z-0300Z, Feb 22 
1300Z-1400Z, Feb 22 and 
19002-20002, Feb 22 and 
0300Z-0400Z, Feb 23 
2000Z-2100Z, Feb 22 
20002-21302, Feb 23 
0145Z-0215Z, Feb 24 
02002-03302, Feb 24 
02302-03002, Feb 24 
22002, Feb 24 to 2200Z, Feb 26 
O0600Z, Feb 25 to 1800Z, Feb 26 
1300Z, Feb 25 to 13002, Feb 26 
1500Z, Feb 25 to 01592, Feb 26 
1800Z, Feb 25 to 05592, Feb 26 
0900Z-1100Z, Feb 26 and 
15002-17002, Feb 26 
13002-16002, Feb 26 
1500Z, Feb 26 to 00592, Feb 27 
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Membership Bob Fields, KC6AOH 
Publicity Bob Fields, KC6AOH 
Hamfest Sheldon Parker, K2MEN and Bill Price, NJ2S 
Repeater Michael Weldon, KB2UMJ 
Hospitality Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 
Club Site Al Arrison, KB2AYU 

Field Day Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Nominations Harry Elwell, K2ATX 
Health and Welfare Ray Martin, W2RM 
Budget Al Arrison, KB2AYU 
Constitution and By-Laws Ron Block, NR2B 


ARES/RACES Emergency Communications John Zaruba Jr, K2ZA 
Club Publications Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 
License Testing/VEC Liaison Gary Reed, N2QEE 
Programs Tony Otlowski, W2WCC 
Database/Roster Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 
Historian Jeffrey Garth, KC2WCS 
Summer Family Picnic ***open*** 

Foxhunts Jim Wright, N2GXJ 
W2MMD License Trustee Darrell Neron, AB2E 
Contests Jim Clark, KAZOSV 


GCARC <at> Mailman <dot> QTH <dot> Net e-mail reflector guidelines 
1. No attachments (e.g. pictures, files) are allowed on the reflector. 


2. If you have club-related pictures that you would like to share, you can send them to the webmaster, he 
will put them on the website and he will send out a general e-mail to all the members. 

3. Otherwise, the pictures will have to be sent to the members’ addresses. 

4. URLs/Hyperlinks are acceptable on the reflector. 

5. Do not send any messages with e-mail addresses in the BCC (Blind Carbon Copy) field. The mes- 
sage will be rejected. Use only the To: or CC: fields. 


6. Members are subscribed to the reflector using the member's e-mail address from the roster database. 
You must use that address when sending an e-mail via the reflector. 


7. If you use another address on the reflector, the message will get rejected or "bounced", because the re- 
flector does not recognize that address. 


8. Whenever a message sent to reflector is rejected or "bounced" for various reasons, the administrator 
has to log-in to the Mailman.QTH website and approve the message. If the admin recognizes the address 
as belonging to a club member, the message is accepted and passed on to the reflector. 


FYI...If you use Comcast e-mail, you are limited to 100 addresses per message. 


For more information about the e-mail reflector, goto : www.mailman.gth.net 


CrossTalk 


The W2MMD Repeaters 


Output: 147.180 MHz 
Input: 147.780 MHz 
Offset: +600 kHz - PL: 131.8 Hz 
(Conventional FM plus C4FM Capability) 


On-The-Air Analog Only 
Output: 442.100 MHz 
Input: 447.100 MHz 
Offset: +5 MHz - PL: 131.8 Hz 


Temporarily Off-The-Air 
Output: 1284.400 MHz 
Input: 1272.400 MHz 
Offset: -12.0 MHz 
PL Tone: None 


The above 3 repeaters are all 
located in Pitman, NJ 
GPS: 39.728481°, -75.131088° 


Intermittent Operation 
Will be replaced soon 
Output: 224.660 MHz 

Input: 223.060 MHz 
Offset: -1.6 MHz 
PL Vone: 13108 lz 
Location: Sewell, NJ 
GPS: 39.781382°, -75.099963° 


Area Repeater Nets 


SKYWARN™ Net 
Sunday @ 1945: 147.180 MHz 


Gloucester County ARES/RACES Net 
Sunday @ 2000: 147.180 MHz 
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Meeting Calendar 
General Membership Meeting 


Wednesday, February 1, 2017 @ 1930 Hours 
Pfeiffer Community Center 
301 Blue Bell Road 
(Main Street and Blue Bell Road) 
Williamstown, NJ 


Board of Directors Meeting 


Wednesday, February 15, 2017 @ 1900 Hours 
GCARC Clubhouse 
Gloucester County 4-H Fairgrounds 
235 Bridgeton Pike (Rt 77), Mullica Hill, NJ 


February 1, 2017 Meeting 


Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


via Google Hangouts 
Video Call 


February 2017 


